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of the whole country. But, if this murder were only
the work of individuals, they had orders to assure the
innocent ones of the friendship of the French. Be-
hold them, then, embarked with some Algonquins,
who went like the wind in spite of the current of the
river, which is enormously swollen and rapid in the
Spring, on account of the vast quantity of melted
snow that is precipitated into the great rivers. It
would take too long if I tried to report all the details
of this voyage; I will content myself with touching
upon some of them in passing.

As we had had our Savages at Kebec, at the three
Rivers, and at the River des prairies offer public
prayers to God, the report of [62] this good action
having been spread abroad, the Algonquins wished to
participate in it; they begged the Father to instruct
them. But, as he did not know the language, he
took some Litanies that we had arranged, on the at-
tributes of God, and had them sing these every morn-
ing and evening, repeating this in all the nations
they encountered,— these peoples willingly publish-
ing, in their own language, the greatness of the mas-
ter whom they did not yet know. They had not ad-
vanced far in their voyage, when the one of our two
Seminarists named Armand suffered a misfortune.
In doubling a point, the surging of the water, as of
a heavy tide, dashed against his canoe, and over-
turned it with all that was in it, so that they thought
that all was lost. The young Algonquin, who had
nothing but his own body in the canoe, thought only
of saving himself; he was soon on shore, out of dan-
ger. But Armand, wishing to save a Chapel that the
Father was carrying in order to say the holy Mass,
and a quantity of porcelain and other baggage, en-



